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Our vision & values: 
Vision: At St Francis our school's theologically rooted Christian vision is in place to enable children and adults to flourish. Everything we do here at St. Francis embodies our Parish meta-narrative - JOHN 10:10B  'living life to the fullest', which encompasses and asks us to reflect deeply about how we might best live our lives so they are the richest they can be and hold the greatest meaning for us. When we are living our lives to the fullest we have a healthy internal dialogue both emotionally and physically.  We are creating something richer, deeper, more meaningful and longer lasting so our St. Francis children leave us with a wise and generous spirit.
Values: At St Francis, we are committed to fostering a nurturing and empowering environment where every child is encouraged to flourish and reach their full potential. Our ethos is guided by the values of courage, integrity, and love: 
Courage: We inspire our children and staff to embrace challenges, take bold steps in their learning journeys, and persevere with resilience. We believe that courage fuels personal growth and academic success. 
Integrity: We uphold the highest standards of honesty, fairness, and respect in all our interactions. We are dedicated to creating a learning community where trust and ethical behaviour are the foundations of our daily practice. We are driven by what is right.  
Love: We cultivate an environment where care, compassion, and empathy are at the heart of our educational approach. We believe that a loving and supportive atmosphere enhances children's well-being and academic potential.
Together, we strive to create a school community where these values drive our commitment to excellence, inspire lifelong learning, and build a foundation for children to grow into thoughtful, responsible, and compassionate individuals. Our children are our future.







	School Name (‘the School’):
	
St Francis Church of England Primary School 

	Local Authority (‘the LA’):
	Oxfordshire County Council

	Voluntary arrangements with LA:
	Admissions
	Yes/No

	
	In-year Admissions
	Yes/No

	
	Appeals
	Yes/No

	Published admission number (PAN)
	30

	Last consultation date:
	Consultation to reduce to PAN 30 2020-2021

	Admission to:
	Reception

	Contact details:
	Sue Hooker 
Horspath Road, Oxford, OX4 2QT
Tel. 
Email. 
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[bookmark: _Toc214022894]Over subscription criteria:
Children with an Education, Health and Care (EHC) plan naming St Francis CE Primary School will always be offered places.
If there are fewer applications than places available, all children will be offered places. If there is greater demand for admission than there are places available, the following criteria will be applied in the order set out below:
1 Looked-after children and children who were previously looked after, including those children who appear to have been in state care outside England but ceased to be so as a result of being adopted. (See Note 2)
2 Families who have exceptional medical or social needs that make it essential that their child attends St Francis CE Primary School rather than any other. These needs must be fully supported by written evidence from the appropriate professional person involved with the family. (See Note 3)
3 Children with a sibling (see Note 5) on the roll of the school at the time of application or whose parent has accepted an offer of a place at the school and who is expected still to be in attendance at the time of entry to the school.
4 Home address, proximity to school (see Note 4).
5 Other children.

[bookmark: _bookmark3][bookmark: _bookmark10]Proximity of the child’s home, as measured by the straight line distance (see Note 6) between the home and the school with those living nearer being accorded the higher priority, will serve to differentiate between children in criteria 1 to 5 should the need arise. In the event that two distance measurements are identical, the school will use random allocation to decide which child should be offered the place. The process will be conducted in the presence of a person independent of the school. 
ODST and the Local Governing Body (LGB) have made every effort to ensure that these arrangements comply with the School Admissions Code 2021 and all lawful requirements, including those set out in the Acts, Codes, policies and relevant case law listed in the Appendix. 

Children with an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP) naming the School will always be offered places.

If there are fewer applications than places available, all children will be offered places. If there is greater demand for admission than there are places available, the oversubscription criteria set out previously will be applied.
[bookmark: _Toc214022896]Admission Arrangements to Reception Year in September 2027
Even if a child already attends the nursery class at the School, a new application must be made to start Reception year group for the first time.

Pupils are normally admitted at the beginning of the school year (1 September – 31 August) in which they reach their fifth birthday. Parents (see Note 1) whose child was born between 1 September 2022 and 31 August 2023 may apply for them to be admitted to the Reception Year in September 2027.  

Parents of a child born between 1 September 2022 and 31 March 2023 may defer entry until their child reaches compulsory school age (the term beginning in January or April after his or her fifth birthday).  The school will hold the deferred place for the child (provided it is taken up during the school year 2027/28), although children may benefit from starting at the beginning of the school year, rather than part way through it. 

For children born between 1 April 2023 and 31 August 2023 (summer born children) parents can defer the date that their child is admitted to school but not beyond the beginning of the final term of the school year. Parents should refer to DfE Guidance on requesting a delayed school start for children born in the summer: Summer born children: advice for parents.

Until the child reaches compulsory school age, s/he may attend part-time.  If parents wish to exercise this right, they should discuss detailed arrangements with the head teacher.

Parents wishing to apply for the Reception (Foundation) Year in September 2027 must complete the common application form provided by their home local authority (the home LA).  The home LA is the LA in whose area the parents live at the time of the application.  The form must be returned to that LA no later than 15 January 2027.  Applications received after this date will normally only be considered after all those received on or before the cut-off date. Offers and refusals of places will be given to parents on 16 April 2027.
[bookmark: _Toc214022897]Admission Arrangements to Year 3 in September 2027
Parents (see Note 1) wishing to apply for a Year 3 place in September 2027 must complete the common application form provided by their home local authority (the home LA).  The home LA is the LA in whose area the parents live at the time of the application.  The form must be returned to that LA no later than 15 January 2027.  Applications received after this date will normally only be considered after all those received on or before the cut-off date.  Offers and refusals of places will given to parents on 16 April 2027.
[bookmark: _Toc214022898]Admission Arrangements to Year 5 in September 2027
Parents (see Note 1) wishing to apply for a Year 5 place in September 2027 must complete the common application form provided by their home local authority (the home LA).  The home LA is the LA in whose area the parents live at the time of the application.  The form must be returned to that LA no later than 15 January 2027.  Applications received after this date will normally only be considered after all those received on or before the cut-off date.  Offers and refusals of places will given to parents on 16 April 2027.


[bookmark: _Toc214022899]All Other Admissions 
Admission to the school during the school year depends on whether or not there are places available. Applications may be made at any time, contact the school for details of how to make an application. 

If there is a vacancy, and there is no child on the relevant waiting list with a higher priority (according to the over-subscription criteria 1-6 above), a place will be offered.  

In-year admissions or admissions at the beginning of school years other than Reception/Year 3/Year 7 may be made at any time. The LGB will only consider applications up to half a term (using the three term year) in advance of the desired date for entry. For example, for entry in January, the application will not be considered until after the October half term break.
[bookmark: _Toc214022900]Admission Outside Normal Age Group
Requests from parents for places outside a normal age group will be considered carefully, eg for those previously educated abroad or those who have missed education due to ill health. A parent of a summer-born child who wishes their child to start in the autumn term following their fifth birthday (ie in the Reception Year rather than Year 1) should refer to: DfE Guidance: Making a request for admission out of the normal age group. Parents should use the LA process to complete their application.

Each case will be considered on its own merits and circumstances and a decision made based on what is in the pupil’s best interests. It is recommended that parents discuss their wishes with the head teacher at the earliest opportunity. The school may ask relevant professionals for their opinion. 

If a place in the requested age group is refused, but one in the normal age group is offered, then there is no right of appeal.
[bookmark: _Toc214022901]Multiple Births
In cases where there is one place available, and the next child on the list is a twin, triplet, etc., we would admit both twins (and all the children in the case of other multiple births) even if this meant exceeding the agreed admission number.
[bookmark: _Toc214022902]Children of Service Personnel
There are special arrangements for families of service personnel with a confirmed posting or crown servants returning from overseas. If the application is accompanied by an official letter that declares the relocation date, and if there is a place available, it will be offered even though there is not an intended address or the family is not yet living in the area.
[bookmark: _Toc214022903]Waiting Lists
The School maintains waiting lists for those children who are not offered a place. For those applying through the normal admissions round for entry, the Waiting List will be maintained from shortly following initial allocation in the year preceding the start of the academic year in September until 31 December following the start of the academic year in their Reception/Year 3/Year 7 year.

The list will be re-ranked in accordance with the published oversubscription criteria each time that a name is added to or removed from the list.


[bookmark: _Toc214022904]Fair Access
The School participates in the LA’s Fair Access Protocol. Children qualifying under the Fair Access Protocol may be offered a place even if there are no places available in the relevant year group and also take priority for admission over any child on the waiting list.  
[bookmark: _Toc214022905]Random Allocation
Proximity of the child’s home, as measured by the straight line distance (see Note 6) between the home and the school with those living nearer being accorded the higher priority, will serve to differentiate between children in the oversubscription criteria should the need arise. In the event that two distance measurements are identical, the School will use random allocation to decide which child should be offered the place. The process will be conducted in the presence of a person independent of the School.
[bookmark: _Toc214022906]Appeals
Any parent not offered a place for their child at their preferred school has the right of appeal to an independent appeals panel. Details of appeals arrangements are available from the school, including the date by which an appeal should be submitted. In the event of an unsuccessful appeal against non-admission to the School, the School will not consider any further application for a child in the same school year (1 September–31 August) unless there has been a material change in circumstances, for example a change of address which results in a move from outside the catchment/designated area to inside it.
[bookmark: _Toc214022907]Further Information
Further information can be obtained from the School. 


[bookmark: _Toc214022908]Notes
[bookmark: _Toc214022909]Note 1:
[bookmark: _Toc214022910]Parent
Section 576 of the Education Act 1996 defines 'parent' as: 
· all natural parents, whether they are married or not; 
· any person who, although not a natural parent, has parental responsibility for a child or young person; 
· any person who, although not a natural parent, has care of a child or young person (having care of a child or young person means that a person with whom the child lives and who looks after the child, irrespective of what their relationship is with the child, is considered to be a parent in education law)

Having parental responsibility means assuming all the rights, duties, powers, responsibilities and authority that a parent of a child has by law. People other than a child's natural parents can acquire parental responsibility through: 
· being granted a residence order; 
· being appointed a guardian; 
· being named in an emergency protection order (although parental responsibility in such a case is limited to taking reasonable steps to safeguard or promote the child's welfare); 
· adopting a child (in the case of stepparents) in agreement with the child's mother (and other parent if that person also has parental responsibility for the child) or as the result of a court order. 

Where a child's parents are not married to each other, the child's father can gain parental responsibility by:
· registering the child's birth jointly with the mother; 
· through a 'parental responsibility agreement' between him and the child's mother; 
· as the result of a court order. 

In addition, a Local Authority can acquire parental responsibility if it is named in the care order for a child.
[bookmark: _Toc214022911]Note 2:
[bookmark: _Toc214022912]Looked After Children
A 'looked after child' is a child who is either:
a) in the care of a local authority, or
b) being provided with accommodation by a local authority in the exercise of their social services functions (see the definition in Section 22(1) of the Children Act 1989 at the time of making an application to a school.

In Oxfordshire these children are also known as ‘Children We Care For” (CWCF).


[bookmark: _Toc214022913]Previously “Looked After” Children
The School Admissions Code 2012 introduced a requirement for all admission authorities to broaden the existing priority for 'looked after’ children or children in care (defined in Section 22(1) of the Children Act 1989) to also include 'previously looked after' children. Children who were 'previously looked after' were defined for admissions purposes as those who, immediately after being in care, became subject to an adoption14, residence, or special guardianship order15.

A revised School Admissions Code came into force on 19 December 2014, and this stated that ‘previously looked after’ children include those who were adopted under the Adoption Act 1976

[bookmark: _bookmark13]14 An adoption order is an order under the Adoption Act 1976 (see Section 12 adoption orders) or an order under the Adoption and Children Act 2002 (see Section 46 adoption orders).
[bookmark: _bookmark14]15 Section 14A of the Children Act 1989 defines a ‘special guardianship order’ as an order appointing one or more individuals to be a child’s special guardian/s.
(see Section 12 - Adoption Orders) and not simply those children who were adopted under the Adoption and Children Act 2002 (see Section 46 - Adoption Orders). In addition, residence orders have now been replaced by child arrangements orders. Those who previously received a residence order are now deemed to have a child arrangement order

If applying on behalf of a “previously looked after” child, who was previously in state care in England, the parent will need to provide the following evidence:
· an Adoption Order under Section 46 of the Adoption and Children Act 2002; or
· an Adoption Order under the Adoption Act 1976; or
· a Child Arrangements Order; or
· a Residence Order settling the arrangements to be made as to the person with whom the child is to live under Section 8 of the Children Act 1989; or
· a Special Guardianship Order appointing one or more individuals to be a child's special guardian(s), under section 14A of the Children Act 1989.
[bookmark: Children_who_appear_to_this_Admission_Au][bookmark: _Toc214022914]Children who appear to have been in state care outside England and ceased to be in state care after being adopted (“internationally adopted previously looked after children”) (IAPLAC)
A further revised School Admissions Code was agreed in July 2021, and this came into force on 1 September 2021. The new Code further broadens the existing priority for 'looked after’ children and 'previously looked after' children to include those children who appear to an Admission Authority to have been in state care outside England and ceased to be in state care as a result of being adopted. In the School Admissions Code 2021 they are referred to as “internationally adopted previously looked after children” (IAPLAC).

The Code regards a child as having been in state care outside England if they were in the care of, or were accommodated by, a public authority, a religious organisation, or any other provider of care whose sole or main purpose is to benefit society.

Responsibility for determining whether a child is eligible to be considered as an IAPLAC rests with the Admission Authority. If there is doubt about the acceptability of evidence provided by the parent, advice will be sought from the relevant Virtual School. This Admission Authority will take a pragmatic approach to the decision-making process where evidence is lacking.


[bookmark: _Toc214022915]Note 3: 
[bookmark: _Toc214022916]Exceptional Medical or Social Needs
Applications under criterion 2 (exceptional medical or social needs for their child’s admission) must provide written evidence. This should come from an independent professional aware of the case relating to the child, parent or other children living at the same address (eg doctor, hospital consultant or psychologist for medical grounds or registered social or care worker, housing officer, the police or probation officer for social needs). 

This evidence must:
· be specific to the School in question
· show why the School is the most suitable
· demonstrate what facilities will benefit the child
· explain why no other school can offer the same support

It is not enough for the professional to report what the parent has told them. 

To decide on admissions in this category ODST will convene a 3-member panel consisting of at least one LGB member with independent oversight.
[bookmark: _Toc214022917]Note 4:  
[bookmark: _Toc214022918]Home Address
The home address is where the child lives at the time of application. This is the address at which the child spends the majority of term-time school nights.

If parents are moving house, evidence of the move will be requested when considering any application for a place. Documentary evidence in the form of a solicitor’s letter to confirm exchange of contracts, or a rental agreement for at least a period of six months will be required.

An address of a second home with the main home being elsewhere will not be accepted. If there are two or more homes, or where a family is returning from elsewhere, evidence will be required of the main home. An allocation of a place based on an address which might be considered only temporary or where the address given is a second home will not be made. 

An address where the child was resident other than with a parent or carer unless this was part of a fostering or formal care arrangement will not be accepted.

If parents move house after the application has been made, but before any offer of a place has been made, the home LA must be informed.
[bookmark: _Toc214022919]Multiple Addresses
Where a child lives with parents with shared responsibility, each for part of a week or month, the address where ethe child lives will be determined having regard to a joint declaration from the parents stating the exact pattern of residence. If the residence is not split equally, then the relevant address used will be hat at which the child spends the majority of the school week as determined by the LA.
[bookmark: _Toc214022920]Fraudulent Applications
If a place has been obtained on the basis of a fraudulent or intentionally misleading application (for example, a false claim to residence in a catchment area) and this results in the denial of a place to a child with a stronger claim, the local authority may withdraw the offer of the place. This follows the guidance in paragraphs 2.13 and 2.14 of the School Admissions Code (1 September 2021) published by the Department for Education.


[bookmark: _Toc214022921]Note 5:  
[bookmark: _Toc214022922]Siblings
For admissions purposes, a brother or sister is defined as one of the following:
· A brother or sister (both parents the same) living at the same home address; or
· A half-brother or half-sister (one parent the same) living at the same home address; or
· A stepbrother or stepsister (sharing a parent who is married or in a civil partnership) living at the same home address; or
· An adopted child who, by reason of the adoption, now shares one or more parents with a child living at the same home address.
[bookmark: _Toc214022923]Note 6: 
[bookmark: _Toc214022924]Measuring Distances from Home to School
The straight-line distance used to determine proximity of the home to the school will be measured by the LA’s Geographical Information System. 
[bookmark: _Toc214022925]Appendix
These arrangements and over-subscription criteria meet all lawful requirements including those set out in the following Acts, Codes, policies and relevant case law:

Adoption Act 1976
www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1976/36/contents

Children Act 1989
www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1989/41/contents

Education Act 1996
www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1996/56/contents

School Standards & Framework Act 1998
www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1998/31/contents

Adoption and Children Act 2002
www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2002/38/contents

Education Act 2002
www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2002/32/contents

Equality Act 2010
www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/15/contents

School Admissions Appeals Code 2012
www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-admissions-appeals-code

Children and Families Act 2014
www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2014/6/contents

School Admissions Code 2021
www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-admissions-code--2
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