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St. Francis C.E. Primary School, Horspath Road, Cowley, Oxford OX4 2QT
Co-Headteachers: Mrs Fleur Belcher & Mrs Lorraine Wood


Telephone: (01865) 468190			
Web site: www.st-francis.oxon.sch.uk							
E-mail: office.3253@st-francis.oxon.sch.uk

St Francis School – Weekly Reminders & Notices

Improving Our Lunchtime Experience –

We're introducing family-style dining to create a calmer, more enjoyable lunchtime for all our children. Eating together helps build our school community, teaches important social skills, and supports children's wellbeing. We want every child to feel relaxed, valued, and part of our community during this important part of their day. An integral part to family dinning is how we serve food, older children will take on this responsibility and eventually when embedded this will happen at the table rather than children being served at the hatch. 

For this reason, we will move back to two options at lunch time with the meat option reflecting the vegetarian as much as possible so that it feels like a shared meal. Please see attached the new menu. This will be live on MCAS next week.


Opal Play Scheme –

As the OPAL play scheme at St Francis develops, it would be wonderful if we could have some parent volunteers to help supervise play at lunchtimes, or to run a weekly Gardening Club with some children. Please get in touch with the school if you can make a weekly commitment to support us.  

School is in need of scooters for the Wheels Zone of the playground. If you have a scooter that is too small for your child, or is just unused, please consider donating it for the children at St Francis to us.

As the colder, wetter weather arrives, please make sure you child has a suitable coat, and either wellies or a spare pair of shoes or trainers so that they can continue to enjoy playing on 
the field.




Friday Football Club (Enrichment) –

We are excited to let you know that Football Club will be running every Friday with Ben up till Christmas. This is during the Enrichment session. If your child would like to attend, please book them on for Enrichment on your MCAS app. You will be able to book this in advance.



Autumn Dance – 

We're excited to let you know that our Autumn Dance is coming up soon! It's a wonderful chance for the children to enjoy some music, dancing and fun with their friends.
﻿
Date: Thursday 23rd October 2025
﻿Times:
Reception - Year 2: 3.30pm-4.30pm
Year 3,4,5 and 6: 5.00pm-6.00pm
﻿
Tickets: £3 each - This includes a hotdog and a drink.
﻿
 Please see Kelly Saxton or come to the main office to get your tickets. Please make sure you mention when getting a ticket which child this is for so they can be ticked off a register and if they would like a veggie hot dog or a pork hot dog at the dance. 



Stay & Learn: RE Focus – 

On Wednesday 22rd October we have our ‘Stay and Learn – RE Focus’ morning (Year 1 to Year 6). This will be happening straight after morning drop off. Please head into your child’s classrooms to see what they have been learning in their RE sessions. 
Year 5 will be on a trip to the Ashmolean so parents of children in Year 5 do not need to attend due to them leaving at 9am for their trip.


Year 6 Parents’ SATs Meetings-

There will be two meetings for Year 6 parents about the upcoming SATs:
🗓 Date: Thursday, 23rd October 2025
📍 Location: Falcons Classrooms
🎉 Note: This is also the day of the school disco.
🕒 Meeting Times:
3:30 PM – After school (end of the day)
5:40 PM – Evening session (just before disco pick-up at 6:00 PM)
Please attend whichever session is more convenient.








ST FRANCIS CALENDAR DATES

Future Diary dates:


October –
20th October – Year 6 Fire and Safety Talk with the Fire & Rescue Team
21st October – Year 1 Trip to Cowley Library (Morning)
22nd October – Year 5 to Ashmolean 
22nd October – Stay and Learn: RE Focus
23rd October – Nursery Halloween Fun Day 
23rd October – Harvest Festival Church Service 10.30am
23rd October – PTA Autumn Dance (R-Y2 3.30pm-4.30pm) (Y3-Y6 5pm-6pm)
24th October – Flu Vaccinations (R-Y6)
27th – 31st October – HALF TERM 

November –
3rd November – INSET DAY
4th November – Children Return to School
5th November – Year 1 & 2 Phonic Workshop (2:40pm)
6th November – Year 6 Junior Citizen Day 12.30pm
10th-14th November – Anti-bullying Week – Power for Good
13th November – World Kindness Day
19th November – Breakfast with A Book
25th and 27th November – Parent Carer Meetings (3pm-6pm)

December – 
5th December – PTA Christmas Bazaar (Afterschool until 4.30pm)
17th December – EYFS/KS1 Parent Performance 1.30pm
18th December - EYFS/KS1 Parent Performance 5.30pm
18th December – Festive Singalong (12.45pm)
18th December – School Finishes at 1.30pm 
19TH December – INSET DAY 
22nd December - 2nd January – Christmas Holidays 

Calendar dates may change or be added – please check our website regularly for changes: St Francis School Diary
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