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St. Francis C.E. Primary School, Horspath Road, Cowley, Oxford OX4 2QT
Co-Headteachers: Mrs Fleur Belcher & Mrs Lorraine Wood


Telephone: (01865) 468190			
Web site: www.st-francis.oxon.sch.uk							
E-mail: office.3253@st-francis.oxon.sch.uk


St Francis School – Weekly Reminders & Notices

Harvest Festival –

We are excited to announce that our school will be celebrating Harvest Festival on the 15th of October. This is a wonderful opportunity for our children to learn about thankfulness, sharing and the importance of helping others. 
As part of our celebration, we kindly invite families to contribute to bringing in non-perishable food items (such as canned goods, pasta or rice). Please can they be given to the school office for collection. All donations will be shared to our local food bank, supporting families in our community. 

We are warmly inviting parents to join us for our Harvest Festival Service on the 23rd of October at St Francis Church at 10.30am. We look forward to celebrating together.


Individual/Sibling Photographs-

Photograph Day for individuals & siblings is on Thursday 16th October. Please make sure your child/children are smartly dressed and looking tidy for their school photos. 

Friday Football Club (Enrichment) –

We are excited to let you know that Football Club will be running every Friday with Ben. This is during the Enrichment session. If your child would like to attend, please book them on for Enrichment on your MCAS app. Children who attend Afterschool Club can also participate.


Secondary School Applications- 

This is a reminder that applications for secondary school places are now open. All Year 6 pupils must have their applications submitted by 31st of October 2025. Please see the link below for secondary school applications
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/schools/apply-school-place/year-7-applications/late-application-secondary 

If any parents need support with the application process, please contact Sue Hooker on susan.hooker@st-francis.oxon.sch.uk or please arrange a time with Sue when dropping your child off in the mornings (Mon-Thurs).

Flu Vaccination (Reception to Year 6) –

An email was sent to parents of children in Reception to Year 6 regarding the flu vaccinations which are happening at school on Friday 24th October. Please can we ask parents to fill out the consent form provided, whether you would like your child to receive their vaccine or not. Please still fill out the form if your child has received their flu vaccination at their doctors’ surgeries to say they do not require this at school. The healthcare professionals need this information ready for when they visit


Year 6 Parents’ SATs Meetings-

There will be two meetings for Year 6 parents about the upcoming SATs:
🗓 Date: Thursday, 23rd October 2025
📍 Location: Falcons Classrooms
🎉 Note: This is also the day of the school disco.
🕒 Meeting Times:
3:30 PM – After school (end of the day)
5:40 PM – Evening session (just before disco pick-up at 6:00 PM)
Please attend whichever session is more convenient.


Religious Jewellery – 

Children are not permitted to wear jewellery in school, however religious jewellery (e.g. the kara) may be worn at times when it is safe to do so.  Please be aware that your child will be allowed to wear religious jewellery during class time, but will be asked to remove it for PE, breaks, lunchtimes and any other physical activities.


Nursery Intake (January) –

For parents who have applied for their child to attend our nursery this January intake, unfortunately, we are at full capacity and are unable to offer places for January. We understand how disappointing this news may be and sincerely apologise that we cannot accommodate your child on this occasion. 

We would encourage you to explore alternative nursery options in the area for January. If you would like, we can keep your details on file in case a place becomes available or for considerations in future intake.
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ST FRANCIS CALENDAR DATES

Future Diary dates:


October –
15th October – Harvest Festival Celebrations (Donations collected all week)
15th October – Reception Phonics Workshop (2:40pm)
16th October – School Photographs (Individuals/Siblings)
20th October – Year 6 Fire and Safety Talk with the Fire & Rescue Team
21st October – Year 1 Trip to Cowley Library (Morning)
22nd October – Year 5 to Ashmolean 
22nd October – Stay and Learn: RE Focus
23rd October – Nursery Halloween Fun Day 
23rd October – Harvest Festival Church Service 10.30am
23rd October – PTA Autumn Dance (R-Y2 3.30pm-4.30pm) (Y3-Y6 5pm-6pm)
24th October – Flu Vaccinations (R-Y6)
27th – 31st October – HALF TERM 

November –
3rd November – INSET DAY
4th November – Children Return to School
5th November – Year 1 & 2 Phonic Workshop (2:40pm)
6th November – Year 6 Junior Citizen Day 12.30pm
10th-14th November – Anti-bullying Week – Power for Good
13th November – World Kindness Day
19th November – Breakfast with A Book
25th and 27th November – Parent Carer Meetings (3pm-6pm)

December – 
Christmas Prayer Spaces TBC
5th December – PTA Christmas Bazaar (Afterschool until 4.30pm)
Carol Services at The Church TBC
17th December - Festive Singalong
17th December – EYFS/KS1 Parent Performance 1.30pm
18th December - EYFS/KS1 Parent Performance 5.30pm
19TH December – INSET DAY 
22nd December - 2nd January – Christmas Holidays 

Calendar dates may change or be added – please check our website regularly for changes: St Francis School Diary
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