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St. Francis C.E. Primary School, Horspath Road, Cowley, Oxford OX4 2QT
Co-Headteachers: Mrs Fleur Belcher & Mrs Lorraine Wood


Telephone: (01865) 468190			
Web site: www.st-francis.oxon.sch.uk							
E-mail: office.3253@st-francis.oxon.sch.uk


St Francis School – Weekly Reminders & Notices


Announcements on MCAS –

We’re excited to let you know that we are now sharing important school updates and reminders through the Announcements section on the My Child At School (MCAS) app.
Please make sure you’ve downloaded the app and are checking it regularly to stay informed about upcoming events, key dates, and school news. 

Just a few reminders on MCAS –
· cut off times for lunches and clubs is 1 day before the session will happen, so you will need to book in advance, or it will not allow you to book. 
· Once you have added the money into your child’s account for a club, you will need to apply this to the item so the booking can be made, and staff can see which children are attending. 
· If your child is absent from school due to illness, you can report this on your MCAS app. This is shown under the heading Attendance. There will be a button which shows ‘Report an Absence’. It will ask you to fill out the information required, please make sure you tell us the reason why your child is off school. 


Birthday celebrations

Recently, some parents have shared concerns about the number of unhealthy snacks that are being handed out at the end of the school day, and staff have found it challenging last year to manage large cakes or treats that need to be cut up and shared. 
To help keep things simple, safe, and inclusive for all our pupils, we kindly ask that any birthday treats brought in are:

Healthy (for example, fruit, cereal bars, or popcorn)
Individually wrapped (so they can be handed out easily and safely)
Contain absolutely no NUTS or traces of nuts 

What we would really like, if you would like to mark your child's birthday in school, is that you donate a book to your child's class which we can share with the class when we sing to your child and then keep it in the school library with a special dedication. However, there is absolutely no need to bring in any of the above for birthdays, teachers will always sing to and make your child feel special on the day.

Please Label Your Child’s Clothing – 

As the weather changes and children bring extra layers to school, it’s very easy for clothing items to get mixed up. To help us return lost items quickly and make sure nothing goes missing, we kindly ask all parent to label their child’s clothing with their name. This includes items such as jumpers, coats and hats. A simple name on their tag with pen/permanent marker works perfectly. 


Guitar Lessons With GVMA – 

We are delighted to be offering in-school guitar lessons at St Francis with our brilliant pro guitar teacher - Conor. Conor is a hugely experienced musician, performer and probably the most fun guitar teacher you'll ever have! 

Lessons with Good Vibes Music Academy get students excited about learning an instrument, we don't teach "textbook style" lessons or insist on hours of repetitive practice. Our approach gets students playing music right from the start, using music they love and keeps them inspired with real music and real progress. You can learn about our approach here.

To sign up for in-school lessons simply head to: https://www.goodvibesmusicacademy.co.uk/stfrancis 
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Future Diary dates:

September –

30th September – St Francis Day

October –

1st October – Black History Month 
15th October – Harvest Festival Celebrations TBC (Donations collected all week)
16th October – School Photographs (Individuals/Siblings)
22nd October – Stay and Learn: RE Focus
23rd October – PTA Autumn Dance (R-Y2 3.30pm-4.30pm) (Y3-Y6 5pm-6pm)
24th October – Flu Vaccinations
27th – 31st October – HALF TERM 
November –

3rd November – INSET DAY
4th November – Children Return To School
6th November – Year 6 Junior Citizen Day 12.30pm
10th-14th November – Anti-bullying Week – Power For Good
13th November – World Kindness Day
19th November – Breakfast With A Book
25th and 27th November – Parent Carer Meetings 3pm-6pm

December – 

Christmas Prayer Spaces TBC
5th December – PTA Christmas Bazaar (Afterschool until 4.30pm)
Carol Services At The Church TBC
17th December - Festive Singalong
17th December – EYFS/KS1 Parent Performance 1.30pm
18th December - EYFS/KS1 Parent Performance 5.30pm
19TH December – INSET DAY 
22nd December - 2nd January – Christmas Holidays 

5th January – Children Return To School 
Calendar dates may change or be added – please check our website regularly for changes: St Francis School Diary
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