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St. Francis C.E. Primary School, Horspath Road, Cowley, Oxford OX4 2QT
Co-Headteachers: Mrs Fleur Belcher & Mrs Lorraine Wood


Telephone: (01865) 468190			
Web site: www.st-francis.oxon.sch.uk							
E-mail: office.3253@st-francis.oxon.sch.uk


St Francis School – Weekly Reminders & Notices


Drop-off and collection procedure – 

This is a friendly reminder about our school timings 
· Breakfast Club – Starts at 7.50am 
· Morning Drop-Off – Gates open from 8.35am and school starts at 8.40am
· Afternoon Collection – Gates open from 3.10pm and children finish at 3.15pm.
· Enrichment – 3.15pm and finishes at 4.30pm
Tuesday – Dance with Phoebe 
Friday – PE with Ben 
Monday, Wednesday and Thursday is run by Gemma Moss 
· Afterschool Club – 3.15am and finishes at 5.45pm 

Please can we also remind parents 
· Children who are late to school, parents need to sign the children in on our electronic system, please ask office for help if you are unsure how to do this.
· Attendance - Unless children are on a reduced timetable, children will be in school during the school time of 8.40am-3.15pm. Children cannot be picked up earlier.
· Appointments for children during the school day need to be in writing to Sue Hooker or the Office and showing proof of appointment.
· There is no vehicular access to site during drop-off and collection times
· Not to ride bikes through the school site when collecting and picking up children
· Parents should avoid bringing cars to school if they can and if they do.
· Park responsibly in designated areas as denoted by road markings (not on yellow lines!). 


Announcements on MCAS –

We’re excited to let you know that we are now sharing important school updates and reminders through the Announcements section on the My Child At School (MCAS) app.
Please make sure you’ve downloaded the app and are checking it regularly to stay informed about upcoming events, key dates, and school news. 

Just a few reminders on MCAS –
· cut off times for lunches and clubs is 1 day before the session will happen, so you will need to book in advance, or it will not allow you to book. 
· Once you have added the money into your child’s account for a club, you will need to apply this to the item so the booking can be made, and staff can see which children are attending. 
· If your child is absent from school due to illness, you can report this on your MCAS app. This is shown under the heading Attendance. There will be a button which shows ‘Report an Absence’. It will ask you to fill out the information required, please make sure you tell us the reason why your child is off school. 


Birthday celebrations

Recently, some parents have shared concerns about the number of unhealthy snacks that are being handed out at the end of the school day, and staff have found it challenging last year to manage large cakes or treats that need to be cut up and shared. 
To help keep things simple, safe, and inclusive for all our pupils, we kindly ask that any birthday treats brought in are:

Healthy (for example, fruit, cereal bars, or popcorn)
Individually wrapped (so they can be handed out easily and safely)
Contain absolutely no NUTS or traces of nuts 

What we would really like, if you would like to mark your child's birthday in school, is that you donate a book to your child's class which we can share with the class when we sing to your child and then keep it in the school library with a special dedication. However, there is absolutely no need to bring in any of the above for birthdays, teachers will always sing to and make your child feel special on the day.



WhatsApp Groups & Friends of St Francis -

The St Francis parents and carers WhatsApp is back this year so do send a message to Charlotte on 07968 963707 with your child’s class to be added. Those who are already in the WhatsApp community can move themselves into their child’s new class group. Useful information is shared to keep everyone up to date with school and class events and reminders.

We’re hoping to get parents and carers more involved with the fun side of school with the formation of Friends of St Francis. Could you give a little time to help wrap presents for the school bazar, run a stall at an event or cake sale, make posters to advertise a choir performance or even pour juice at a school dance? Or are you a whizz at Maths or an Ideas Person? If so, we’ll need you!

We’ll have a sign-up sheet on Tuesday after school for parents or carers who are interested in joining Friends of St Francis or the WhatsApp community. Alternatively, you can email Kelly Saxton at ksaxton@st-francis.oxon.sch.uk
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Future Diary dates:

September –

30th September – St Francis Day

October –

15th October – Harvest Festival Celebrations TBC (Donations collected all week)
16th October – School Photographs (Individuals/Siblings)
22nd October – Stay and Learn: RE Focus
23rd October – PTA Autumn Dance (R-Y2 3.30pm-4.30pm) (Y3-Y6 5pm-6pm)
24th October – Flu Vaccinations

November –

3rd November – INSET DAY
6th November – Year 6 Junior Citizen Day 12.30pm
10th-14th November – Anti-bullying Week – Power For Good
13th November – World Kindness Day
19th November – Breakfast With A Book
25th and 27th November – Parent Carer Meetings 3pm-6pm

December – 

Christmas Prayer Spaces TBC
5th December – PTA Christmas Bizarre (Afterschool until 4.30pm)
Carol Services At The Church TBC
17th December - Festive Singalong
19TH December – INSET DAY 

              
Calendar dates may change or be added – please check our website regularly for changes: St Francis School Diary
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