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St. Francis C.E. Primary School, Horspath Road, Cowley, Oxford OX4 2QT
Co-Headteachers: Mrs Fleur Belcher & Mrs Lorraine Wood


Telephone: (01865) 468190			
Web site: www.st-francis.oxon.sch.uk							
E-mail: office.3253@st-francis.oxon.sch.uk


St Francis School – Weekly Reminders & Notices


Early Finish on Friday 27th March for Easter - 

We would like to let parents know we will be finishing earlier for the Easter Holidays at 1.15pm on Friday 27th March. Please note there will be no after-school clubs running on this day. We kindly ask that all children are collected promptly at 1.15pm from their classrooms.



Friends of St Francis (PTA)

There will be a cake sale on Thursday 26th March after school!
Please bring any cake donations the day before or on the morning to the school office. Please ensure homemade cakes are labelled with ingredients. No nuts please.

The next event is the Spring Dance after the Easter holidays on Thursday 16th April.
KS1: 3:30-4:30
KS2: 5-6
Refreshments will be served!
Tickets will be on sale from Monday 13th April before and after school of the week of the dance.



Prayer Garden –

At St Francis, we are in the process of building a prayer garden including a prayer labyrinth. 
What is a prayer labyrinth?
A calm, contemplative space where children and adults can walk, pause, pray, and reflect—rooted in ancient spirituality and Christian symbolism but accessible to all.

We are preparing to plant our reflection garden, (in memory of Lisa), and would love families, where possible, to contribute a planted pot. If you are able, please provide a pot large enough for a patio rather than a small windowsill pot.
We will be planting for a couple of hours on Monday 30th March from 10am. Of course, we understand that not everyone will be able to attend, but if you would still like to contribute, please plant up a pot at home and simply drop it off.
The more pots we have, the more beautiful the space will be!



Parents/Carers Meetings - 
We are writing to let you know that we will be conducting parents’ evenings for children in Reception to Year 6 next week.  
Bookings for parents evening can be made via your MyChildAtSchool (MCAS) app. The deadline for bookings will be Sunday at Midnight.
Please book a 10-minute slot for your child.  If your child has special educational needs, you will require a 20-minute booking.  If both parents/carers have an MCAS account, you can both book 2 consecutive appointments.  If not, please contact the school office and we can make the second booking on your behalf.


Family Dining Starting After Easter – 

At St. Francis, we have introduced a new arrangement at lunchtime to improve the lunchtime experience for all our children.
Children are now seated according to the House they have been allocated.  This allows children to eat in groups with children of all ages.  It encourages older children to support younger children and fosters positive relationships throughout the whole school.  Being part of a community is an integral part of our school and dining in this way allows children the opportunity to really get to know each other and enjoy lunch in a calm and more enjoyable way. Belonging and showing respect are core values we believe should be fostered at all times of the day, including lunchtimes. 


Nursery Spaces –
Just a reminder that we currently have no available spaces in our nursery for the remainder of this year due to being at full capacity. Any children who are on our waiting list for Jan/April will be able to start in September 2026. If you would like us to keep your application form on file for a September start, please email the school office to let us know. Thank you for your understanding. 















ST FRANCIS CALENDAR DATES

Future Diary dates:

March
23rd – 27th March – Parents/carers Meetings 
26th March – Cake Sale 
27th March – Last day of term (1.15pm finish)
30th March-12th April – Easter Half Term 

April
13th April – Children return
16th April – Prayer Spaces at St Francis Church 
16th April – Spring Dance
21st April – Book Fair (1 Week)  
27th-29th April – Youlbury Residential Trip 

May 
4th May – Bank Holiday 
8th May – Vision Screening (Reception)
11th – 14th May – Year 6 SATS Week 
18th May – Good Vibes Concert 
25th-29th May – May Half Term 

June 
1st June – INSET DAY 
15th-19th June – Refugee Week 


Calendar dates may change or be added – please check our website regularly for changes: St Francis School Diary
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