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St. Francis C.E. Primary School, Horspath Road, Cowley, Oxford OX4 2QT
Co-Headteachers: Mrs Fleur Belcher & Mrs Lorraine Wood


Telephone: (01865) 468190			
Web site: www.st-francis.oxon.sch.uk							
E-mail: office.3253@st-francis.oxon.sch.uk


St Francis School – Weekly Reminders & Notices


Drop-off and collection procedure – 

This is a friendly reminder about our school timings 
· Breakfast Club – Starts at 7.50am 
· Morning Drop-Off – Gates open from 8.35am and school starts at 8.40am
· Afternoon Collection – Gates open at 3.15pm.
· Enrichment – 3.15pm and finishes at 4.30pm
· Afterschool Club – 3.15am and finishes at 5.45pm 

Please can we also remind parents 
· Children who are late to school, parents need to sign the children in on our electronic system, please ask office for help if you are unsure how to do this.
· Appointments for children during the school day need to be in writing to Sue Hooker or the Office and showing proof of appointment.
· There is no vehicle access to site during drop-off and collection times
· Not to ride bikes through the school site when collecting and picking up children
· Parents should avoid bringing cars to school if they can and if they do.
· Park responsibly in designated areas as denoted by road markings (not on yellow lines or crossings!). 



SENCo Sophie Gottfried Back from Maternity Leave - 
We are pleased to inform you that our SENCo Sophie Gottfried has now returned from maternity leave. If you have any queries, updates or correspondence regarding SEN, please direct all emails to her moving forward, her email address is sgottfried@st-francis.oxon.sch.uk.  Sophie working days in school are Tuesday, Thursday and Friday.


Friends of St Francis (PTA)
See separate email for details of our refreshed PTA.
The next event is the Spring Dance after the Easter holidays on Thursday 16th April.
KS1: 3:30-4:30
KS2: 5-6
Refreshments will be served!
Tickets will be on sale from Monday 13th April - more details to follow.



Red Nose Day!
Red Nose Day is the Friday 20th March 2026. Children can come to school in non-school uniform on this day and any welcome donations will be kindly received. A donation bucket will be on the gate on the morning of Red Nose Day. 


Prayer Garden –
Exciting news! 🙂 You may have noticed some interesting markings on the astro turf surface surrounding the middle tree. Here at St Francis, we are in the process of building a prayer garden including a prayer labyrinth. 
What is a prayer labyrinth?
A calm, contemplative space where children and adults can walk, pause, pray, and reflect—rooted in ancient spirituality and Christian symbolism but accessible to all.
Next steps: Create a welcoming and accessible garden space for all. A small team will be working on this on Monday 30th March, 10am. If you would like to be involved and volunteer to help, please contact: jcrozier@st-francis.oxon.sch.uk



Menu Choices/Family Dining After Easter Half Term – 
After the Easter Half Term, our school lunch menu will be going back to 3 options. The third option will be Jacket Potatoes. We would like to let parents know that the topping options for the Jacket Potatoes will be the only topping served on that day which is stated on the menu choice on MCAS so please be mindful when booking if your child would like to receive Jacket Potatoes. Also, family dining will be coming into place after Easter. Family dining is a communal approach where students eat together in mixed-age groups to foster social skills and encourage healthy eating. Any questions regarding the family dining, please speak to Simon Bushell. 



Nursery Spaces –
Just a reminder that we currently have no available spaces in our nursery for the remainder of this year due to being at full capacity. Any children who are on our waiting list for Jan/April will be able to start in September 2026. If you would like us to keep your application form on file for a September start, please email the school office to let us know. Thank you for your understanding. 







ST FRANCIS CALENDAR DATES

Future Diary dates:

March
19th March – Prayer Spaces 
20th March – Red Nose Day! 
20th March – Y4 Magdalen College Trip
30th March-12th April – Easter Half Term 

April
13th April – Children return
16t April – Spring Dance
21st April – Book Fair (1 Week)  
27th-29th April – Youlbury Residential Trip 

May 
8th May – Vision Screening (Reception)
11th – 14th May – Year 6 SATS Week 
18th May – Good Vibes Concert 

June 
15th-19th June – Refugee Week 


Calendar dates may change or be added – please check our website regularly for changes: St Francis School Diary
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