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St. Francis C.E. Primary School, Horspath Road, Cowley, Oxford OX4 2QT
Co-Headteachers: Mrs Fleur Belcher & Mrs Lorraine Wood


Telephone: (01865) 468190			
Web site: www.st-francis.oxon.sch.uk							
E-mail: office.3253@st-francis.oxon.sch.uk

St Francis School – Weekly Reminders & Notices



Chickenpox in School – 

We are writing to inform you that there have been confirmed cases of chicken pox in other year groups in school. 

Chicken pox is a common childhood illness caused by the varicella-zoster virus and is highly contagious. Children can spread the infection from 1–2 days before the rash appears until all spots have crusted over, which is usually around 5–6 days after they first appear. 

We would like to remind parents of the following guidance:

- If your child develops symptoms of chicken pox, please keep them at home.
- Children should only return to school once all spots have crusted over.
- If your child becomes unwell during the school day and chicken pox is suspected, we will contact you to arrange collection.

While chicken pox is usually mild, it can be more serious for certain groups, including pregnant women, newborn babies, and individuals with weakened immune systems. If your child is diagnosed, please inform the school office so we can monitor the situation.
If you are concerned about your child’s symptoms, please seek advice from your GP or pharmacist.


PSHE Lessons (Y2-Y6) -

As a part of your child's education at St Francis, we promote personal wellbeing and development through a comprehensive Personal, Social, Health and Economic (PSHE) education programme. PSHE education is the curriculum subject that gives children the knowledge, understanding, attitudes and practical skills to live safe, healthy, productive lives and meet their full potential.

Later this term, your child's class will be taking part in lessons which will focus on the relationships and sex education aspect of this programme.

If you would like to know more about what will be covered in these lessons for each age group, please ask your child’s teacher for more information. We believe that the content of these lessons is an important part of the curriculum. However, if you would like to opt your child out of these lessons, please speak to a member of the senior leadership team (Lorraine, Fleur or Simon).


FSM - Change in Eligibility Criteria

We are writing to update you regarding several important national changes to Free School Meals (FSM), which could mean that more children at St Francis are eligible for free school meals.

From September, FSM entitlement will consist of three categories:
• Targeted FSM – for pupils in households with an earned income of less than £7,400 per year.
• Expanded FSM – for all other pupils in households receiving Universal Credit.
• Universal Infant Free School Meals (UIFSM) – which will continue to be available to all pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2, regardless of family circumstances.

To help us establish whether your child may be eligible for FSM under the new criteria, we are asking ALL families of children in Reception to Year 6 to complete a quick Microsoft Form giving consent for us to check their eligibility. Please find the link to the form below.
FSM Eligibility Form – Fill in form

From September, we will be required to review FSM eligibility on an annual basis. However, once you have provided consent for us to carry out an eligibility check, this consent will remain in place and will be used for future annual checks. This means that you will not need to provide consent each year unless your circumstances change or you wish to withdraw your consent.

It is our priority to provide every child with the best possible education and support. Access to healthy school meals can help children develop positive lifelong habits and improve their readiness to learn. Ensuring that eligible pupils receive their entitlement is therefore extremely important, and we are grateful for your support in providing the information needed for us to carry out these checks.
Thank you in advance for your cooperation.
















ST FRANCIS CALENDAR DATES

Future Diary dates:


June 
9th June – Y5 Nourish and Flourish (Cooking) 
11th June – Y6 Leaver’s Services – Christ Church (TBC)
15th June – Y5 to Barnes Court Allotments 
15th-19th June – Refugee Week 
24th June – Y5 visit from Fire and Rescue Team 
29th June – Art Week 

July
2nd July – Rock Steady Concert 
6th July – Y6 Dress Rehearsal 
8th July – Y6 Performance (Day and Evening)
9th July – Y6 Gullivers Land Trip
9th July – EYFS and KS1 Sports Day
10th July – KS2 Sports Day
13th July – Transition Day 
13th-15th – Year 6 Bikeability 
17th July – Y6 Leavers Assembly 
17th July – Last Day of Term for Summer Holidays (TBC Finish Time) 


Calendar dates may change or be added – please check our website regularly for changes: St Francis School Diary
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